Dahmer Conspiracy Charged 

11 Go on Trial for Plotting 


tifled by the FBI as Ku Klux 


MERIDIAN, Miss. (AP)- 
Eleven Jones County men 
went on trial in federal court 
today on charges of conspir- 
ing to intimidate Negro lead- r 
er Vernon Dahmer, who died 

in a 1966 firebomb attack on 
his home. 

Fourteen men charged in 
the case were scheduled to go 
on trial but only 11 were 
ushered handcuffed into the 
courtroom. Informed sources 
said charges were dropped 
against the other three but 
there was no announcement. 

Thirty - eight prospective 
jurors were placed in the 
jury box for questioning and 
as one was dismissed another 
was brought in ‘from the 150- 
person venire to replace him. 

Dahmer died Jan. 10, 1966, 
the day after an early morn- 
ing firebomb attack leveled 
his home and grocery store 
in the Kelly community north 
of Hattiesburg. 

Doctors said Dahmer died 
of a seared respiratory track 
due to burns suffered in the 
attack. 

STATE AND federal gov- 
ernments contend the attack 
was the result of a well-plan- 
ned and . rehearsed Ku Klux 
Klan plo' 


Indictments were returned 
in March, 1968, against 16 
men by a grand jury meeting 
in secrecy in Jackson, U.S. 
Dist. Judge Dan Russell, who 


will hear the case, granted a 
continuance -for one of the 
men and charges later were 
dropped against another. 

The remaining 14. all iden- 


Klansraen, are Sam Holloway 
Bowers, 44, identified as the 
former Imperial Wizard of the 
White Knights of the Ku Klux 
Klan; Cecil Victor Sessum, 
33; Henry Edward Deboxtel, 
32; Lawrence Byrd Sr. t 47; 
Howard Travis Giles, 40; 
Charles Lamar Lowe, 26; Clif- 
ton Udell Lowe, 53; Frank 
Lyons, 36; Melvin Sennett 
Martin, 36; Deavors Nix, 45; 
Charles Richard Noble, 26; 
William Thomas Smith, 33; 
Lester Thornton, 44, and 
Charles Clifford Wilson, 36. 
All are from the Laurel area. 

A federal official said the 
two Lowe men and Martin 
were the three absent from 
the group of defendants 
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brought in for the opening of 
the trial. 

THEY WILL BE tried on 
two counts each under the 
1965 Voting Rights Act and 
federal law which provides - 
that anyone causing a viola- . 
tion of the act to be com- I 
mitted is punishable as a 
principal. 

Each violation carries a 
maximum penalty of 45,000 
and five years imprisonment. 

Dahmer was a leader in 
the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored 
People and had been active in 
voter registration work, allow- 
ing his grocery store to be 
used as a voter registration 
point 

Four of the 14 being tried 
have been convicted in For- 
rest County Circuit Court in 
connection with Dahmer’s 
death. Sessum, Smith and 
Wilson were convicted of 
murder and received life sen- 
tences. Byrd was found guilty 
of arson and sentenced to 10 
years. 


In addition, Billy Roy Pitts, 
who had been the state’s star 
witness in previous trials, 
pleaded guilty to charges of 
murder and arson and was 
sentenced to life in prison. 

The state trials saw a num- 
ber of mistrials. Bowers was 
tried twice but both his mur- 
der and arson trials ended in 
mistrials when the juries 
failed to reach a verdict. 

Murder trials of Lyons and 
Deboxtel and the first murder 
trial of Wilson also ended in 
hung juries. 


